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CALLED TO ACT IN GOD'S 
NAME 
"Let all the nations praise you!" (Psalm 
67:4) today's psalm response exclaims. In 
the psalms and other Hebrew scriptures, 
this kind of invocation is actually an 
invitation to God to act, to intervene in 
human lives in a manner that will cause 
everyone--not just the Chosen People--to 
give praise. Stated a bit more strongly, it is 
something of a "put up or shut up" 
challenge to God, the sort of strong 
statement the psalmists of Israel, trusting 
in their intimate and loving relationship 
with God, were not afraid to make.
The Gospel has its own exclamation, 
announcing the appearance of the 
Canaanite woman with "Behold!" (Matthew 
15:22) "Behold!" is a scriptural flag that tells 
us that God is about to act or announce 
something through an individual or a 
situation. In the case of Jesus, God was 
going to act through this woman, whom 
nobody among Jesus' followers would have 
believed to be an agent of the divine will. 
Like the psalmists, we might passively 
inform or perhaps even actively challenge 
God to do something so that everyone will 
come to belief, but God will always turn the 
tables on us. It becomes our calling, our 
duty (as it was for Jesus) to behold the 
situations and persons of our daily lives so 

that God can act through us, so the Kingdom can be announced through our living.          Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., 



COLLECTION AMOUNT

Offertory  $4,147.55

  

The next second collection 
will be on September 2 and 
will be for Catholic 
University of American and 
the Building Fund.

COLLECTION  

Offertory $2,849.00

Building & Maintenance $361.00

  

ST.  JAMES ST. PHILIP

 Survey Explanation                                Rev. Matthew McCaughey 

In seminary, I was involved in student government as treasurer, secretary and vice president in different 
years. I remember seeing our efforts blossom in community projects and celebrations. I also remember 
quibbling over details of little importance, such as what types of milk would be served in the seminary 
dining hall. My efforts to promote my preferred option, skim milk, were met with guffaws. One 
seminarian, now a brother priest in the diocese, responded to my suggestion, “Why have skim milk 
when we can just serve chalk water? No one will know the difference.” Everyone laughed. His rebuff 
did have some impact, however, because I have since changed my milk preference.

I bring this up because the recent survey on the location of the main cluster office reminded me of the 
benefits and challenges of the political process. Regarding the survey itself, some parishioners 
appreciated the chance to give input. Others were either confused or upset by the questions. Still 
others wondered why I offered a survey in the first place. (“You’re the pastor. Make a decision!”) Even 
though I have already addressed a few of your questions and concerns from the ambo last weekend, I 
felt it important enough to warrant repetition.

First, I want to be very clear on the how the decision will be made. We are still in the phase of 
gathering data which includes the feedback from the weekend survey. Your preference is just one piece 
of the puzzle. Another big piece is the suitability of the different sites to be the main office. Is there 
enough space? How much work is needed so that the site can accommodate a full staff? How much 
work is needed so that the site can accommodate religious sisters? What is the cost to make each site a 
main office or convent? After getting all this information, I will make the decision in consultation with 
the main office cluster committee. The location of the main office will depend on all these factors. It 
will not be determined by popular vote.

Second, I asked about the possibility of a fundraising campaign too see how many parishioners would 
be willing to support that. I personally would like to avoid having a fundraiser for the main office, so 
just because I asked for your input doesn’t mean we’re going to start a capital campaign.

Third, parishioners thought that one of the survey questions was unfair. “How come I couldn’t vote for 
my home parish?” I heard from a few parishioners. The reason I didn’t put the home parish as a voting 
option is because I was looking for your second preference, not your first. I already know that each 
parish would vote overwhelmingly for the main office to be at the home parish. I was looking to see if a 
neutral site would even be considered by our parishioners. I think a few people are open to that 
possibility, and a few said emphatically “no!” All this input is being taken into consideration. Thanks for 
your feedback. It’s all been helpful.

Peace,
Fr. Matthew



♢  EXTRA! EXTRA!  EXTRA! EXTRA! 
MONDAY - St. Pius X                                              
Jgs 2:11-19; Ps 106:34-37, 39-40, 43ab, 44;              
Mt 19:16-22     

TUESDAY  - The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary                                                           
Jgs 6:11-24a; Ps 85:9, 11-14; Mt 19:23-30

WEDNESDAY - St. Rose of Lima                                            
Jgs 9:6-15; Ps 21:2-7; Mt 20:1-16

THURSDAY -    St. Bartholomew                                           
Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51

FRIDAY - St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz                                                              
Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Ps 146:5-10; Mt 22:34-40

SATURDAY  Blessed Virgin Mary                                     
Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17; Ps 128:1b-5; 

SUNDAY  - Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                        
Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8; Rom 11:33-36; Mt 
16:13-20
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  THE SANCTUARY LAMP at St. James burns 
this week Kenyatta Charles and for Steve 
Hymel at St. Philip.  The St Philip Candle 
burn in honor of the 60th Anniversary of 
Herman and Geraldine Waguespack.

FYI: OFFICE HOURS 
St. James 
MON, WED   7:30am – 2pm
TUE, THU 8am –3pm    
FRI 8am - 11am

St. Philip                       
MON – FRI      9:00am –noon
Offices closed on September 4 
for Labor Day.

Sanctuary  candles & flowers                                   
Sanctuary candles and flowers may be offered in 
memory of  loved ones or friends or in honor of a life 
event.  Please call the parish office to place your order  
reserve your candle.

      	 	 	  

     

WHAT’S GOING ON
August 20-22 -Faith Formation Classes Begin
Sept. 4 - Labor Day - Offices Closed
Sept. 4 - KPC at St. James - Knights at 6:30pm, Ladies at 6:00pm
Sept. 5 - Baptismal Seminar - Our Lady of Peace - 7pm
Sept. 11 - EMHC Refresher Course - OLOP - 
Sept. 12 - CDA Meeting at St Philip at 5:30pm

PRAYER LINES
ST. JAMES
Enola Matherne 225.265.3820
Myrna Schexnayder 225.405.1590

ST. PHILIP
Cecile Hymel 225.265.7705

If you know someone who is Catholic and a shut in or 
in one of the local nursing homes, please contact the 
office so we can make sure to keep in touch with 
them.

THE HOLY MASS -WEEKDAYS 

MON 8am  Our Lady Of Peace

TUE 8am  St. Philip            

WED     8am  Our Lady of Peace            

THU      8am  Our Lady of Peace 

              6pm  St. Philip

FRI        8am  St. James

THE HOLY MASS -WEEKENDS 

SAT 4pm      OLOP
6pm      St Philip

SUN 8am St. James
10am     OLOP

           

RECONCILIATION  
SUN 7:15-7:45    St. James  
SAT 3:00 – 3:45pm      OLOP 
SAT 5:30 – 5:50pm St. Philip

If you need to go to Confession outside one 
of these times, please call the office.



DEVOTIONAL LIFE IN OUR PARISHES
TUESDAY: Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help is prayed after the 8am Mass at St. Philip.
THURSDAY: The Scripture Rosary for Peace is prayed at St. Philip at 5:10pm. 
FRIDAY: Recitation of Rosary at 7:30am at St. James.
SATURDAY: Recitation of Rosary for Priests at 8:30am at St. James.
FIRST  THURSDAYS: Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament follow the 6:00pm Mass at St. Philip.
FIRST FRIDAYS: The Litany of the Sacred Heart, Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament follow the 8:00am 
Mass at St. James.

In Memoriam 
Mrs. Delorus Whittington 

Died August 7, 2017
Funeral and burial at St. James 

on August 11, 2017
May she rest in peace!

Roses for the Blessed 
Mother 
The beautiful bouquet of red 
rouses at the statue of Our Lady 
of Fatima was donated by Mr. & 
Mrs. Herman Waguespack.

RCIA Sessions at 
OLOP 
If anyone you know is interested 
in becoming Catholic, please 
invite them to come to our 
sessions which are held on 
Thursday evenings at 6pm  Since 
the meetings are  in different 
locations they should call us for 
our meeting place the that week.  
For more information call Pam 
Folse, 265-3953, ext 13.  

EMHC Refresher 
Classes                        
Save one of these dates  for 
refresher classes for 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion.  The dates and 
locations are as follows:     
Thursday, September 14 at St. 

Philip,   Monday, September 11 
at Our Lady of Peace,          
Monday, September 25 at St. 
James.   Classes can be attended 
in any parish.  If you would like 
to be considered for the 
ministry of EMHC, please call 
your parish office to submit your 
name.

 Gospel Choir 
Meeting        
There will be a meeting of the 
Gospel Choir at St. James on 
August 24 immediately 
following practice.  There will 
be nominations and elections of 
the following positions:  
Secretary, Recording Secretary, 
Treasurer and Chaplain. 

Growing Up 
Gracefully                
The diocese is offering the 
Mother-Daughter program for 
young ladies in 8th -12th grades 
and their mothers on Tuesday, 
September 19 from 630-8:30pm 
at St. Thomas More Parish 
Activity Center on Goodwood 
Blvd in B.R. Space is limited. 
The cost is $25.00 for mothers 
and $5 for each additional 
daughter.   

                

FAITH FORMATION 

Classes Begin on        
August 20-22 

 Classes begin today at St. James 
for 7 - 9 grade students from 
9:30-11am and on Tuesday for 
grades 1-6 grades at 5pm.

At St. Philip the classes begin 
on Tuesday, August 21 from 5:00 
- 6:15pm for Grades 1 - 6 and at 
6:30 for Grades 7-9.  

Fr. Brad will meet with parents 
and students in the 2017-18 
Confirmation class.  This is a 
mandatory meeting.  All your 
questions will be answered and 
class schedules will be given out  
Classes for all 10th and 11th 
grade students will be held at St. 
James on Sunday mornings from 
9:30-11:00am beginning on 
September 17. 

Next Life Night will be on 
September 24.  Mark your 
calendars so you don’t miss it. 

If you have not registered your 
child for Faith Formation, 
please do so before classes 
begin.  




